The Watson Institute is again expanding its exploration of global securitybeyond such traditional areas as war and weapons -with three new pilot projects on environmental security, human security, and cybersecurity.
Bridging the Institute's long-standing research priorities in development and security, the three pilots complement existing and growing strengths at Brown and provide valuable lenses for analyzing contemporary global challenges.
Environmental Security
Human societies have adapted over centuries to prevailing environmental conditions, including water availability and temperature and rainfall patterns. However, it is unclear whether increased intensity of extreme weather will threaten stability in key regions.
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The Human Security in a Changing Global Environment pilot centers itself in key international debates on preserving human security and improving standards of living in the face of environmental changes. Lab members recently participated in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change negotiations in Durban, South Africa. There, they not only investigated the role security is playing in climate change funding but also supported the chair of the Least Developed Countries negotiating bloc.
Activities planned for the spring include two conferences: one on food security and development ) and another on the environment in China (April 6). Speakers from the US and abroad will deliver state-of-the-knowledge presentations and discuss planning for future collaborative activities.
Bridging Research and Policy on Security and Development
Policy issues ranging from the conduct of UN peacekeepers to capitalism in India to patterns of development assistance have been aired by Institute faculty in national and international policymaking arenas in recent months.
• At the United Nations in October, Professor Catherine Lutz recommended steps to address patterns of sexual exploitation and abuse that have emerged around UN peacekeeping missions. In a high-level meeting working to identify solutions for SecretaryGeneral Ban Ki Moon, Lutz pointed to the need for heightened cultural awareness and greater enforcement, based on her field research with UN Conduct and Discipline Units in Haiti, Lebanon, Kosovo, and New York.
• At the World Economic Forum's India Economic Summit in November, Institute Professor Ashutosh Varshney spoke about state capitalism, entrepreneurial capitalism, and crony capitalism. "In India we have to increase instances of entrepreneurial capitalism, while crony capitalism has to go down," he told regional business and policy leaders.
• At the Japan International Cooperation Agency's Research Institute in November, Professor (Research) Barbara Stallings noted that "International foreign aid is being dramatically transformed with the entry of emerging donors such as China, Korea, India, and Brazil, which want to influence the development trajectory of today's poor countries." Patterns of overseas development assistance differ dramatically between new and established donors, she said.
• • Nicholas Carter '11.5, an anthropology concentrator, is using his video camera to explore the expression of Afro-Colombian history and identity through street music in Colombia.
• Brigitta Greene '12, a geologybiology concentrator, is producing radio segments on the controversy surrounding hydraulic fracturing, or "fracking," and the Keystone XL pipeline proposed to connect Canada's oil sands to refineries along the Gulf of Mexico.
• Kai Herng Loh '14, an economics concentrator, is investigating the current state of innovation in China and the global implications of the country's shift toward a knowledge-based economy. He will produce a documentary based on research in Beijing.
• Kaori Ogawa '12, a development studies concentrator, will produce a photo documentary on France's recent immigration policy of assimilation by examining two Chinesedominated neighborhoods in Paris.
• Tala Worrell '14, a visual arts concentrator, is tracing the story of her late grandfather, a member of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood dedicated to resisting British colonialism, and will create a minidocumentary using his extensive archives alongside modern-day interviews to shed light on the recent revolution in Egypt. 
Latin American Youth Network at the Institute
The second annual cohort of Botín Scholars came to Brown as part of a multiweek program that seeks to support a network of university students committed to public service and reform of civic organizations in the region.
Their program included a lecture by Domingo Cavallo, a former Argentinian minister of economy and foreign affairs, who described the rampant inflation of Latin America's past as a cautionary tale for the future. Students also participated in talks by Brown faculty and leadership-and team-building exercises during their week of study on campus. The 40 Botín Scholars then traveled to Europe, where they also spent several weeks engaging with academics and policymakers. Participatory budgeting, the authors write, "is the idea … that citizens can and should play a direct role in shaping the budgets of the towns and cities in which they live." As such, participatory budgeting can act both as an "instrumental response to the challenges of coordinating the functions of localities" and as an "ethico-political project of empowering citizens."
The most striking finding "was the degree to which local actors proved to be extremely inventive" in designing local variants of participatory budgeting. The book outlines the structure of civil society in the Brazilian cities discussed, explores "the impact of institutional reforms on the capacity of civil society to … influence democratic governance," and advances "a new typology of state-civil society relations."
Participatory budgeting "represents only one form of a varied range of new political practices and institutional reforms that … embrace the ideal of participatory democracy." Institutional reform, the authors conclude, must be taken seriously, without relying on "blueprint replications of participatory budgeting models."
Gauging the Merits of Participatory Democracy
Despite increasing interest in how citizen involvement in local government can improve governance and lead to civic renewal, questions remain about the impact of such participatory democracy. Bootstrapping Democracy highlights the importance of local-level innovations and democratic advances, charting a middle path between those who theorize that globalization students in analyzing the mix of interests, values, and principles behind the US presence in the region.
• Responding to Terrorism:
Challenges for Democracy, the seventh edition, updated in time for the 10th anniversary of 9/11.
• Teaching with the News online lessons, on the Arab Spring one year later, the death of Osama bin Laden, the Iraqi refugee crisis, and oral history of September 11.
Brown University's Choices Program is known for bringing university-level research and innovative learning tools into secondary school classrooms across the country. With a library of 40 published curriculum units and an expanding collection of online materials, Choices develops teaching resources on historical and current international issues and provides professional development for classroom teachers.
Visit choices.edu.
Engaging US Teens in Middle East Issues
High school teachers face increasing challenges in keeping up with fastpaced change in the Middle East and addressing the passing of each major milestone -from the 1st anniversary of the Arab Spring uprisings to the 10th anniversary of US military engagement in Afghanistan.
The Watson-affiliated Choices Program has been issuing a series of print and online resources to help inform deliberations on these issues in secondary schools.
The United States in Afghanistan
curriculum unit is typical of the series, providing students with primary source documents, readings, and new media sources and asking them to engage in role play and discussion on four distinct policy options in order to articulate their own perspective. In addition, Scholars Online videos accompany the curriculum unit, as do learning tools including graphic organizers, maps and photographs, online lessons to accompany the printed unit, links to resources on other sites, and a list of recommended print resources.
On related issues this year, Choices has also published:
• A Global Controversy: The US Invasion of Iraq, which encourages students to recreate the national public debate that took place as the country stood on the brink of invasion in March 2003.
• 
US Ambassador Points to Improvements in Afghanistan
"If one reads nothing but the headlines, it is easy to be pessimistic about Afghanistan," Ambassador Richard Olson '81, P'14, told an Institute audience last fall.
"The challenges we face are real: in the security arena, in economic transition, and in reconciliation," said Olson, who has been the coordinating director for development and economic affairs at the US embassy in Kabul since June 2011. "But at the same time, there has been a substantial improvement in the lives of Afghans over the past decade."
Olson spoke at the Institute exactly one week after the 10th anniversary of US military engagement in Afghanistan. "What have we -Afghans and Americans -accomplished in the last ten years?" he asked.
In addition to listing security objectives met, he underscored improvements to Afghanis' lives and livelihoods.
"The US has provided more economic assistance to Afghanistan than to any other country," Olson said, adding, "After ten years and more than $21 billion dollars in assistance, we have achieved some real successes."
More Afghan citizens received direct government services, including education, health care, power, and water in the last decade than "any time in recent memory," he said.
US involvement in the region has contributed to a 22 percent drop in infant deaths and a 52 percent increase in access to basic health services, he said, while 7 million children in Afghanistan are now in primary and secondary school, compared to 1 million children under the Taliban. Economic growth in Afghanistan has averaged 10 percent since 2002, he said, including improvements in infrastructure and telecommunications.
"In times of economic challenges at home, and newer opportunities and challenges abroad, it is tempting to think that we have not accomplished much in Afghanistan, and to succumb to the urge to cut our losses," Olson concluded. Such thinking is "analytically wrong" because "we have some substantial successes to point to."
Quoting former US Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, he added that, "If we abandon these countries, once we are in there and engaged, there is a very real possibility that we pay a higher price in the end."
By Lauren Fedor '12

Chinese Academics See New Economic Models Emerge
Leading Chinese academics spoke at Watson last fall of their country's need for new economic and social models for the future, as part of the Institute's involvement in the campus-wide Year of China program.
Nanjing University Chancellor Hong Yinxing listed several factors that contributed to China's rapid growth at an average annual rate of 9.9 percent over the past 30 years, including the low cost of labor and a high investment rate. He said that the low cost of labor, in particular, was due to the surplus of workers in the cities as a result of rural-urban migration and a large young population.
But some of these factors are unlikely to hold in the future, said Hong, who also holds key positions at several national and provincial institutions in China. For example, the low cost advantage of China is being eroded, because the entry of migrant workers into the cities is slowing. "In the east coast now, there is a clear lack of migrant workers," he said. As a result, the average wage of a migrant worker in 2009 was twice that of 2001, making it increasingly difficult for China to sustain the labor-intensive industries that were key to powering growth.
It is important for the country to move up the value chain and focus on technological innovation in areas such as renewable energy, life sciences, and new materials, Hong said. He added that China needs to rethink the kind of foreign investment it is attracting and to place more emphasis on luring foreign talent as well.
In a separate public lecture, Li Xiguang, dean of the Tsinghua University International Center for Communication, presented the city of Chongqing as a model and "message of hope" for the rest of China.
Li offered the Chongqing story as an angle for discussion of the forces behind the recent socioeconomic changes in China. The Chongqing story, he said, provides a model of government marked by a large public sector and multiple stateowned enterprises. In Chongqing, the government seeks to provide social services, such as housing and security, while pursuing environmental goals, an expansion in infrastructure, and increased health care for all citizens, whether they are from urban or rural areas.
In recent decades China has witnessed rapid economic growth, but Li said that lately the gap between rich and poor in the country has widened, with the top 10 percent holding 45 percent of the wealth and the per capita income of urban residents more than tripling that of rural dwellers. People in coastal areas make twice as much as residents of the western provinces, Li said, and the widening wealth gap has sparked social unrest and undermined the government's authority over its people.
He pointed to the introduction of a set of well-being indices and social equality measures in Chongqing as examples of the sort of reform that might help all of China. These social equality measures include offering public housing, free public health care, and loans for individuals to start up small enterprises. 
Japan's Ambassador Cites New Nuclear View
Japanese Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki gave a public lecture in the fall on the progress Japan has made since the 3/11 earthquake and tsunami.
He spoke to the intensity of the disaster, its toll on human life, and the effect on the Japanese economy -but emphasized that radiation had returned to levels comparable to those of the United States and France.
He also touched on Japan's distribution of energy use and the change in earlier plans that would have increased the use of nuclear power.
"People do not want to increase nuclear at this juncture," Fujisaki said, citing a survey showing that 80 percent of Japanese oppose it.
By Brittaney Check '12
Ichiro Fujisaki Varshney also penned his own yearend account of India's 2011 democratic record in the Indian Express: "Using democratic modes, three different groups rebelled this year: the urban middle class against corruption, farmers against land acquisition, traders against reform of retail. All three groups are numerically large. On the domestic front, the Central government remained paralyzed for much of the year. Even when the government tried to break the logjam, it would move forward only to pull back. This can be read as a narrative of government bowing to citizen preferences. What could be more democratic?"
Baiocchi Observes Spain's Indignados
In the January issue of the Boston Review, Institute Associate Professor Gianpaolo Baiocchi has co-authored an article on Spain's indignados, described as "a mass movement whose participants come together directly as equal citizens -not as members of interest or identity groups, or through representatives -to debate the merits of policy."
The indignados, the authors say in "No Parties, No Banners: The Spanish Experiment with Direct Democracy," represent not only a striking departure but a profound challenge to conventional democratic politics.
Blyth Predicts Austerity Binge in the Coming Year
Predicting a "combined austerity binge" for 2012, with 11 of the Eurozone's 17 countries poised to slash their budgets in hopes of averting financial crisis, Institute Professor Mark Blyth recently professed Europe's austerity policies "not much of a solution."
"We can't all simultaneously cut our way to growth because someone has to be spending to maintain economic growth," he said in an interview on Bloomberg TV.
In recent months, Blyth has been a frequent commentator in the media on the plight of Europe's economy and has been featured by public radio's Marketplace program, Deutsche Welle, Reuters, and other outlets.
Speaking on ABC Radio National in Australia, for instance, Blyth said austerity "doesn't work most of the time," pointing to historical evidence that the "negative cases vastly outweigh the positive ones."
